MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY OF NEWFOUNDLAND

St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada

Department of History Telex: 016-4101
Maritime History Group Telephone: (709) 753-1200
Aug. 16, 1982

Mrs. Margaret Murphy Johns,
6804-63 Ave.

Red Deer, Alberta,

T4P 1K6

Dear Mrs. Johns,

Thank you for your letter and the interesting docum-
ent regarding James Murphy, your paternal great, great, great,
grandfather. '

There were Murphys in Newfoundland for most of the
18th century, particularly in St. John's and the nearby Ferry-
land and Conception Bay areas. The additional information you
have sent us is most helpful. You say it is believed he was born
in 1756 in Co. Wicklow, Ireland; that he was press-ganged onto
a British Man-o-War. If you have fairly firm evidence for this,
we have no reason to question it. We have found in our records,
however, a James Murphy, son of William and Bridget Murphy of
St. John's, baptised in the Anglican Church, St. John's, in Nov.
1759. He was probably born a year or so earlier - chlldren were
not usually baptised immediately after birth then. This may be
simply a coincidence, but it would be more in character with the
general description of the 'emplovees' who made up the Newfound-
land Militia (see enclosed photocopies). The impression given is
that the men were local, many former Public Works employees, and
while possibly coerced into service, they still had enough local
clout to grumble and put up resistance. It is doubtful any were
press-ganged into this militia. Private Snooks, for instance,
"buried without military honours' (P. 20) was a local St. John's
man.

We have found the baptismal date for your great, great,
great grandmother. Margaret Pottle, the daughter of Joseph and
Elizabeth Pottle, St. John's, was baptised (Anglican) in May 1764.
She was born in St. John's and of Dorset descent - through her
father's family at least - we do not know Elizabeth's maiden name,
but its undoubtedly Westcountry with that Christian name.

We have no record of either of Margaret's St. John's
marriages. She would have been 33 or 34, and a widow of Carroll
(not Carl), at the time of her marriage to James Murphy.

With regard to Murphy's petition, there is little rea-
son to doubt it is not factual, even though he gave these details
to Price nearly fortv yrs after they happened. The vetition,
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written in a 19th century narrative style, is pruned of all
information not relevant to Murphy obtaining his pension. If

you re-read the petition and study the photocopies, you will see
that the two items fit together like a transparent overlay map,
each supporting the skeletal outlines of the other. Murphy

was a member of the Newfoundland Regiment of Foot (1780-83) -

a militia, not British regulars. While primarily a defense force,
he could say with all honesty that he was a veteran of the

American Revolution. He probably remained in Newfoundland for some
years - he was in a good position to obtain government (ordinance)

work. In his petition, he reticently states, " I did actually
reside in this Province (New Brunswick) at the time of the pass-
ing of (the) act," (2 Vic) in 1839.

New Brunswick Blue books - small ledger-type vols. sent
annually to the Colonial Office giving information regarding costs
of government, revenues, land sales, etc., carried an item regard-
ing pensions paid to veterans of the American Revolution and their
widows. No names were given, only aggregate figures (400-500)
at so many pounds, total. The pensions amounted to eight to ten
pounds per annum. This was probably paid by the British govern-
ment rather than the colony of New Brunswick.

The photocopies are from the book:

(Col.) G.W.L. Nicholson: The Fighting Newfoundlander:
A History of the Royal Newfoundland Regt., Published by the
Government of Newfoundland. Copyright 1964, Thomas Nelson
(Printers) Ltd. London and Edinburgh.

I enclose an invoice for the amount of $46.10 to
cover the cost of 3 hours research and 11 pages of photocopying
at the rate of 10¢ each. I hope that we have been of some assis-
tance to you.

Yours sincerely,

Keith Matthews,
Chairman,
MARITIME HISTORY
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